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Catalog Description

· A course that has its primary content the Old Testament with special attention given to the law, prophets, writings and the history of Israel.

· The most important thing you will do in this class is read every word of the Old Testament.  You will never read anything of more significance.

Texts
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Although the school’s preferred translation is the New International Version, my preferred 

versions for an academic study of the Old Testament are either the newly released English 
Standard Version or the New American Standard.  I will be reading from the English Standard 
Version during the course of the class.

You will need to have purchased How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth at the very latest by August 29th (in order to complete the first assigned reading of the book for August 31st). 
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If you are unable to purchase this book, please let me know as soon as possible so that we can make accommodations.  Understand that in a “regular” college class you are required to purchase all your textbooks.  (The Hill & Walton provided for you by Blackhawk/Taylor retails for close to 30.00)  The comparative expense per credit hour and for the textbooks still pales in comparison.  Regardless, it is my sincere desire for the class to be a blessing and not a hindrance to you and your family, and we will work with you to address whatever concerns you may have.

Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed. Grand Rapids:  



Zondervan, 1993.

Hill, A. E. & Walton, J. H.  A Survey of the Old Testament  2nd ed.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 


2000.

Highly Recommended:

Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible Book by Book. Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2002.

Course Objectives
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Since I have had the great privilege of knowing both of the authors of our text, I would be 
remiss to assume that I could improve upon their own objectives for the use of this textbook.  
Rather than editing their objectives, I will simply add some of my own to theirs.


Upon completion of this course, the student should:

1. Be able to articulate the purpose and message of each book of the Old Testament

2. Be familiar with the major events and people of the Old Testament.

3. Be able to communicate the “big picture” of the Old Testament and relate the parts to the whole.

4. Be able to discuss the major theological themes of the Old Testament.

5. Be able to explain the significance of the Old Testament or any of its parts for a contemporary believer.

6. Be able to address the foundational significance of the Old Testament for the understanding of the New Testament.

7. Have fostered a love for the Scriptures and moved toward a commitment to life-long study and enjoyment.

8. Be conversant with much of the contemporary evangelical literature on the text and world of the Old Testament

Course Requirements

· You are expected to come to class each day ready to interact with the Scriptures at a high level of concentration and excitement.  

· It will be impossible to succeed in this class if you are not here.  Being present for class lectures 
and discussion is not the sort of thing that can be “made up.”  Plan on being here every day.

· Approximately 25 homework questions per week. 

· Weekly quizzes

· All students are expected to keep a detailed, organized notebook of all distributed class materials at all times.

Course Grading



Study Guides 

20%



Quizzes 


20%



Exams


20%



Reserve Reading Reports
15%



Notebook 

10%



Reading


10%

Reading Quizzes

5%

Homework


(20%)

· This will consist of a worksheet a week based on the reading of the textbook.  This will include, but not be limited to, the questions at the end of the chapter. 

· Every assignment turned in MUST be headed with the following information in the upper-right-hand corner of the assignment:
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Quizzes



(20%)

· This will be given each Friday, and will consist of objective questions (T/F; Multiple Choice; Matching) taken from the assigned readings, worksheets & notes.

· If absent for a quiz, there will be additional short answer questions to answer upon make up of the quiz

· In order to receive credit for a quiz, it must be made up prior to the administration of the next quiz

Examinations


(20%)

· There will be an exam covering the material from the first quarter, and a second exam covering the material from the entire semester.  These exams will entirely consist of objective questions.

Reserve Reading Reports

(15%)
· Primarily taken from the chapters of our supplemental textbook How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth, but including other articles and relevant information, there will be a weekly, one-page, typed report submitted.
· In conjunction with this report, in an effort to maximize our communication, the student should e-mail a question pertaining to the reading to the instructor at swebster@blackhawkchristian.org
· The e-mailed questions represent 10 of the 35 points possible for the report
Notebook



(10%)

· This assignment is intended to be comprehensive.  Simply told, put everything in this, and organize it (with tabs) according to the divisions indicated below.  

· Notes

· Handouts 

· Homework 

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Reading checklist

· You may also want to include a “miscellaneous” tab for everything that doesn’t quite fit in the categories.  Everything I give you should be dated, but if it is not, you must date it.  

Reading



(10%)

· According to the schedule attached to the syllabus, and in connection with the textbook and class discussion, each student will thoughtfully read through the vast majority of the Old Testament during the course of the fall semester.  

· During the course of the semester, at four separate checkpoints, the student will hand in a record of their reading up to that point.  

· Each checkpoint constitutes a quiz grade.

· The reading report checklists will be evaluated based on completion, which will be recorded by the student based on an honor system. Forthrightness is expected.

Reading Quizzes


(5%)

· From time to time, in order to make sure that you are completing the assigned textbook reading, I will administer brief T/F quizzes at the start of the class

· These quizzes will obviously be unannounced and will consist of approximately 10 questions. There will be 10 of these during the course of the semester.

Class Discussion/Participation


· Class discussion is an indispensable part of any genuinely helpful educational experience.   

· I will daily be asking you to interact with the material that you have read in the textbook and in the Old Testament.

· Some of this discussion will take the form of preassigned questions, others will simply be asked during the flow of our class schedule

Class Schedule

Basic Weekly Schedule

Monday – Introduce weekly material; discussion

Tuesday –Review assignments; discussion

Wednesday – Review and discuss reserve readings; continue material presentation, discussion

Thursday – Finalize presentation of information; review for quiz

Friday – Quiz on week’s material and readings; Assign following week’s worksheet

Introduction:

Why study the Old Testament?




8/23 – 8/24


The Authority and Inspiration of the Old Testament

History of the Ancient Near East



Text: 21-26 – “Approaching the Old Testament “


Text: 383-398 – “Formation of the Old Testament Scriptures”

Text: 146-165 – “Historical Overview of Old Testament Times”

Scripture Reading:





Genesis
(50)

Reserve Reading:








Longman III, Tremper. Making Sense of the Old 






Testament. (pgs. 13-54) – (“required” reading 






through page 44; Extra Credit questions taken from 






pages 44-54)
****************************************************************************************

Introducing the Pentateuch:



The Age of the Patriarchs





8/27 – 8/31

Genesis

Old Testament Geography

Text: 47-61 - “Introduction to the Pentateuch”


Text: 63-78 - Genesis
Text: 28-42 – “Geography of the Old Testament”


Scripture Reading:





Exodus – Leviticus 10 
 








(50)

Reserve Reading:


Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D. How To Read the Bible 






For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed. (pgs. 11-31)






Walton, J. Genesis. NIVAC (pgs. 19-31)

****************************************************************************************

Exodus, Leviticus





9/3 – 9/7

Text: 81-98 – Exodus

Text: 100-112 – Leviticus
Scripture Reading:



Leviticus 11 – Numbers 



(52)

Reserve Reading:
Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D. How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed. (pgs. 163-180)

Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible Book by Book. (pgs. 34-48)
****************************************************************************************


Numbers, Deuteronomy





9/10 – 9/14


Text: 114-129 – Numbers

Text: 131-142 – Deuteronomy 


Scripture Reading:




Deuteronomy - Joshua




(58)

Reserve Reading:


Gane, Roy. Leviticus, Numbers. NIVAC (pgs. 471-






480)

Kaiser, W. C.  The Messiah in the Old Testament.  

(pgs. 36-64)

****************************************************************************************

Introduction to the Historical Books:

Joshua, Judges






9/17 – 9/21

Text: 169-175 – “Introduction to the Historical Books”

Text: 177-191 – Joshua

Text: 192-202 – Judges
Scripture Reading: 



Judges; 1 Samuel 




(52)

Reserve Reading:
Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed (pp. 89-106)

Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible Book by Book. (pgs. 63-77)

FIRST CHECKPOINT 





(50 points)

****************************************************************************************

1st Quarter Interim

****************************************************************************************

1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings




 9/24 – 9/28


Text: 209-225 – 1 & 2 Samuel
Text: 227-248 – 1 & 2 Kings

Scripture Reading:





2 Samuel; 1 & 2 Kings





(71)

Reserve Reading:


Baldwin, J.G. 1 & 2 Samuel. TOTC. (pp. 15-37)


****************************************************************************************

Introduction to Prophetic Literature:

Isaiah, Jeremiah






10/3 – 10/5

Text: 403-414 - “Introduction to Prophetic Literature”


Text: 415-423 – Isaiah


Text: 425-432 – Jeremiah


Scripture Reading:





Isaiah

(66)


Reserve Reading:


Kaiser, W. C.  The Messiah in the Old Testament.  






(pp. 155-191)
****************************************************************************************

October 12,13 - ACSI Teachers’ Conference – NO SCHOOL

****************************************************************************************
Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos




10/15 – 10/19


Text: 440-450 – Ezekiel


Text: 462-471 – Hosea

Text: 473-478 – Joel 

Text: 479-486 - Amos

Scripture Reading:





Ezekiel 1-24; 33-48, 









Hosea, Joel, Amos (61)

Reserve Reading:


Duguid, I.M. Ezekiel. NIVAC. (pp. 17-39)


SECOND CHECKPOINT 





(50 points)

****************************************************************************************

20 October - End of 1st Quarter

****************************************************************************************

Obadiah. Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk


10/22 – 10/24


Text: 488-494 – Obadiah


Text: 495-502 – Jonah


Text: 503-508 – Micah


Text: 509-513 – Nahum


Text: 514-520 - Habakkuk




Scripture Reading: 





Obadiah. Jonah, Micah, 









Nahum, Habakkuk (21)
Reserve Reading:


TBA

****************************************************************************************

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi



10/25 – 10/31


Text: 521-525 – Zephaniah

Text: 526-532 – Haggai

Text: 533-541 – Zechariah

Text: 543-550 - Malachi



Scripture Reading:


Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi
(23)
Reserve Reading:


TBA

****************************************************************************************

The Writings:

Introduction to Poetic & Wisdom Literature


11/1 – 11/9

Job, 

Text: 307-325 – “Hebrew Poetic and Wisdom Literature”

Text: 327-340 – Job

Scripture Reading:





Psalms 1-50 

Reserve Reading:
Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed (pp. 205-223)

****************************************************************************************
Psalms, Proverbs,





11/12 – 11/16



Text: 341-354 – Psalms
Text: 356-364 – Proverbs






Proverbs
Reserve Reading:
Fee, G. F. & Stuart, D.  How To Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  3rd Ed (pp. 225-248)


THIRD CHECKPOINT




(50 points)

****************************************************************************************
2nd Quarter Interim

11/23, 24 - THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL

****************************************************************************************

Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations


11/19 – 11/21 

Text: 204-207 – Ruth

Text: 373-381 – Song of Songs

Text: 365-372 - Ecclesiastes


Text: 433-438 - Lamentations


Scripture Reading: 





Ruth, Song of 










Songs, Ecclesiastes, 









Lamentations
(60)

Reserve Reading:





TBA

****************************************************************************************

Esther, Daniel






11/26 – 11/30

Text: 281-286 – Esther

Text: 452-460 – Daniel
Scripture Reading:





Esther, Daniel


Reserve Reading:





TBA

****************************************************************************************
Ezra-Nehemiah






12/03 – 12/07


Text: 267-279 – Ezra-Nehemiah
Scripture Reading:





Ezra-Nehemiah

Reserve Reading:





TBA

December 18th – 20th – Semester Exams

Dec. 21st  – Jan. 3rd  – Christmas Break

1 & 2 Chronicles






12/10 – 12/14 


Archaeology and the Old Testament


Text: 250-265 – 1 & 2 Chronicles
Text: 290-302 – “Archaeology and the Old Testament”


Scripture Reading:




1 & 2 Chronicles (omit 1









Chronicles 1-9 & 2 Chronicles 1-








9)
(47) 
Reserve Reading:


TBA







01/07 – 01/11


Toward the New Testament 







Text: 555-560 – “Toward the New Testament”


Text: 562-570 – “What we have learned”

Reserve Reading:


TBA

FOURTH CHECKPOINT




(50 points)

****************************************************************************************

January 12th - End of Semester

****************************************************************************************

Reading Checklist #1

Fill in the blanks below with the date you finished reading the assigned chapter

Example:

1. 8/26
Genesis

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

37. ____

38. ____

39. ____

40. ____

41. ____

42. ____

43. ____

44. ____

45. ____

46. ____

47. ____

48. ____

49. ____

50. ____

Exodus

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

37. ____

38. ____

39. ____

40. ____

Leviticus 

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

Numbers

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

Deuteronomy

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

Joshua

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

Judges

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

1 Samuel

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

CHECKPOINT 

#1

9/22

___/50 

Reading Checklist #2

2 Samuel

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

1 Kings

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

2 Kings

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

Isaiah 

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

37. ____

38. ____

39. ____

40. ____

41. ____

42. ____

43. ____

44. ____

45. ____

46. ____

47. ____

48. ____

49. ____

50. ____

51. ____

52. ____

53. ____

54. ____

55. ____

56. ____

57. ____

58. ____

59. ____

60. ____

61. ____

62. ____

63. ____

64. ____

65. ____

66. ____

Ezekiel

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

37. ____

38. ____

39. ____

40. ____

41. ____

42. ____

43. ____

44. ____

45. ____

46. ____

47. ____

48. ____

Hosea

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

Joel

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

Amos

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

CHECKPOINT 
#2

10/20

_____/50

Reading Checklist #3

Obadiah


____

Jonah

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

Micah

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

Nahum

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

Habakkuk

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

Zephaniah

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

Haggai

1. ____

2. ____

Zechariah

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

Malachi

1.  ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

The Psalms

1. ___

2. ___

3. ___

4. ___

5. ___

6. ___

7. ___

8. ___

9. ___

10. ___

11. ___

12. ___

13. ___

14. ___

15. ___

16. ___

17. ___

18. ___

19. ___

20. ___

21. ___

22. ___

23. ___

24. ___

25. ___

26. ___

27. ___

28. ___

29. ___

30. ___

31. ___

32. ___

33. ___

34. ___

35. ___

36. ___

37. ___

38. ___

39. ___

40. ___

41. ___

42. ___

43. ___

44. ___

45. ___

46. ___

47. ___

48. ___

49. ___

50. ___

Proverbs

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

Ruth

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

Song of Songs

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

Ecclesiastes

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

Lamentations

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

CHECKPOINT #3

11/22

____/50

Reading 

Checklist #4

Esther

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

Daniel

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

Ezra

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

Nehemiah

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

1 Chronicles

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

2 Chronicles

1. ____

2. ____

3. ____

4. ____

5. ____

6. ____

7. ____

8. ____

9. ____

10. ____

11. ____

12. ____

13. ____

14. ____

15. ____

16. ____

17. ____

18. ____

19. ____

20. ____

21. ____

22. ____

23. ____

24. ____

25. ____

26. ____

27. ____

28. ____

29. ____

30. ____

31. ____

32. ____

33. ____

34. ____

35. ____

36. ____

CHECKPOINT  #4

1/12

____/50
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