APUSH -  Syllabus     1
PAGE  
2
APUSH -  Syllabus 


Advanced Placement United States History … 2007-2008

Textbook

Bailey, Thomas A., Cohen, Lizabeth & Kennedy, David M. The American Pageant 12th Edition. 
New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

Basic Study 

This course as designed will be conducted as a rigorous college-level history class.  Accordingly, the work level and subject matter will be challenging in preparation for the year-end examination (8:00 a.m. May 11th 2007).  The A.P. U.S. History course will cover material dating from Pre-European North America through the early days of the 21st Century.

Course Objectives

1.) AP United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history.

a. Factual knowledge is an indispensable component of instruction in any United States History class.  Unfortunately, most of the time, this constitutes either the bulk or the entirety of the instructional expectation.  Advanced Placement United States History seeks to properly incorporate this information by encouraging students to draw conclusions from the factual knowledge.

b. Moving toward an informed analysis of changes over time, and the cause-effect relationship of the events that shaped and are shaping U.S. History will remain a major focus of the course.

c. 10 class periods during the school year (2.5 periods per quarter) will be devoted to the History Channel’s presentation of the 10 Days That Unexpectedly Changed America with a view toward how one watershed event (Pequot War; Assassination of McKinley; Scopes Trial) dramatically affected the course of U.S. History

2.) A.P United States History prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.

a. As the attached schedule indicates, the student will be responsible for approximately 30-40 pages of reading per week.

b. Each chapter in the American Pageant textbook contains accompanying exercises to help with the students’ comprehension of the material.  Each chapter contains approximately 10 pages of exercises.

c. Each student will additionally write a chapter outline according to the attached format.  These chapter outlines are not graded based on their length, but usually average 4-5 pages.

d. Each week the student will be quizzed based on the information from the assigned chapter(s).  The quizzes consist of objective questions and a series of essay questions from which the students may choose.

3.) Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.

a. Throughout the school year, the class material is supplemented by the myriad of resources available to educators free of charge on the Internet.  Particularly in view are the remarkable political prints and historical cartoons available at http://loc.harpweek.com
b. Also of particular interest are the numerous primary sources available through the textbook’s web site at http://college.hmco.com/history/us/bailey/american_pageant/11e/students/index.html
4.) The A.P United States History course should develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

a. Structuring informed analysis in a lucid, well-formatted essay is the ultimate goal to achieve this objective

b. The student should be able to trace the key events and persons that have shaped U.S. History over the course of the last 300 years

Quiz & Exam Dates/Projected Material Covered


August 24th   

AmPa – (1) New World Beginnings – p. 1-24/(2) The 

33,000 B.C. -

Planting of English America – p. 25-42


A.D. 1769


· Sample essay topics: Impact of Europeans on Native American culture; Motives and problems associated with European expansion; Contributions to European expansion; Impact of tobacco & sugar

August 31st  

AmPa – (3) Settling the Northern Colonies – p. 43-

1619-1700

65/(4) 
American Life in the 17th Century – p. 66-83

· Sample essay topics: Compare/contrast colonial settlement areas; Puritanism and social ramifications; 17th Century social stratification; Distinctive “American” way of life by 1700?


September 7th 
 
AmPa – (5) Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution 

1700-1775

– p. 84-105


· Sample essay topics: Great Awakening and democracy; America as a land of opportunity?; Early  Eighteenth century American demographics


September 14th 
AmPa – (6) The Duel for North America – p. 106-121 - 

1608-1763

 

· Sample essay topics: Importance of Ohio Valley in French & Indian War; French & Indian War as “nationalizing” experience?; French & Indian War’s contribution to Revolutionary War?


September 21st   
AmPa – (7) The Road to Revolution – p. 122-140

1763-1775 Document Based Question

FIRST QUARTER INTERIM

· Sample essay topics: Mercantilism’s contribution to revolution; Revolution inevitable?; British as revolutionaries?

September 28th 
AmPa – (8) America Secedes from the Empire – p. 141-

1775-1790

163 – UNIT ONE TEST

· No essays for large-scale objective test


October 5th  

AmPa – (9) The Confederation and the Constitution – p. 
1789-1800

164-189 (10) Launching the New Ship of State – p. 190-




210 - FREE RESPONSE QUESTION

· Sample essay topics: Weaknesses/strengths of Articles of Confederation; Constitutional limitations of civil liberties; Jay’s Treaty; Whiskey Rebellion; French Revolution & impact on American politics


October 19th   

AmPa – (11) The Triumphs and Travails of the 


1800-1812

Jeffersonian Republic – p. 211-232 –

 END 1St QUARTER – QUARTER ONE EXAM

· No essays for large-scale objective test

October 31st  

AmPa – (12) The Second War for Independence and the 




Upsurge of Nationalism – p. 233-255 (13) The Rise of a 




Mass Democracy – p. 256-286

· Sample essay topics: War of 1812 & Nationalism; John Marshall’s impact; Andrew Jackson’s legacy; Nullification crisis; Would you have voted for Andrew Jackson?

November 7th 

DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION TEST

November 9th  
 
 AmPa – (14) Forging the National Economy – p. 287-319 




(15) The Ferment of Reform and Culture - p. 320-347

· Sample essay topics: United States & Industrialization; Early 19th Century inventions; Literary Individualists and Dissenters; Second Great Awakening & social reform

November 16th    
UNIT TWO TEST (Chapters 9-15)

SECOND QUARTER INTERIM

November 30th 
AmPa – (16) The South and the Slavery Controversy – p. 




348-369 (17) Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy – p. 370-




389

· Sample essay topics: Cotton’s pervasive influence; Abolitionism’s goals and means to reach those goals; The Mexican War’s relationship to Civil War; American expansionism

December 6th 

FREE RESPONSE QUESTION TEST

December 15th 

AmPa – (18) Renewing the Sectional Struggle - p. 390-




408 (19) Drifting Toward Disunion – p. 409-433

· Sample essay topics: Compromise of 1850; Kansas-Nebraska Act; “Bleeding Kansas”; Dred  Scott; Popular sovereignty; Uncle Tom’s Cabin

December 18-20
SEMESTER EXAM (Chapters 1-19)

January 5th 

AmPa (20) Girding for War: The North and the South, 



1861-1865 – p. 434-450 (21) The Furnace of Civil War – p. 



451-476

· Sample essay topics: States’ rights; Lincoln’s preservation of the Union; Emancipation Proclamation; Immediate consequences of the War

January 12th 

AmPa – (22) The Ordeal of Reconstruction – p. 477-499

· No essays for large-scale objective test

· UNIT THREE TEST (Chapters 16-22)

January 12 – End 1st Semester

January 24th 

AmPa – (23) Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age – p. 




502-527 (24) Industry Comes of Age – p. 528-556

· Sample essay topics: Chinese immigration; Cleveland’s gold deal with J.P. Morgan; Robber Barons and the Captains of Industry; The impact of the development of the railroad industry; Labor Unions


February 2nd 

AmPa – (25) America Moves to the City – p. 557-589 (26) 



The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution – p. 




590-622

· Sample essay topics: New Immigration; Impact of urbanization on families, churches, schools; The ramifications of the defeat of the Plains Indians; Homestead Act; Farmers’ struggles and the Gold Standard 


February 5th 

DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION TEST

February 9th 

AmPa – (27) The Path of Empire – p.623-645

· No essays for large-scale objective test

· UNIT FOUR TEST (Chapters 23-27)

February 16th 

AmPa – (28) America on the World Stage – p. 646-663 



(29) Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt – p. 



664-686

· Sample essay topics: The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine; the Open Door Policy; Roosevelt’s intervention in Panama; TR’s expansion of presidential powers; New Nationalism

February 23rd

AmPa – (30) Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and 



Abroad – p. 687-704

· Sample essay topics: Wilson’s New Freedom; Wilson’s departure? Continuation? Of TR’s policies?; “He kept us out of war”

February 26th 

FREE RESPONSE QUESTION TEST

March 2nd 

AmPa – (31) The War to End War – p. 705-727

· Sample essay topics: League of Nations; Treaty of Versailles; Wilson’s Fourteen Points; American military contribution to WWI outcome; 18th, 19th Amendments

March 9th 

AmPa – (32) American Life in the Roaring Twenties – p. 



728-752 (33) The Politics of Boom and Bust – p. 753-772

· Sample essay topics: Social impact of inventions; American literature in the 1920s; Causes of the Great Depression; Presidencies of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover; 1920s as the mother of the Great Depression

March 16th 

AmPa – (34) The Great Depression & the New Deal – p. 



777-805

· No essays for large-scale objective test

· QUARTER THREE EXAM (24-34)

March 23rd 

AmPa – (35) Franklin D. Roosevelt & the Shadow of 



War – p. 806-826 (36) America in World War II – 827-



855

· Sample essay topics: Roosevelt’s move from isolationism to intervention; War with Japan provoked?; Pros/cons of the use of A-bombs; Japanese internment; Atlantic or Pacific? (More crucial front in WWII)

March 30th 

AmPa – (37) The Cold War Begins – p. 858-886 (38) The 



Eisenhower Era – p. 887-915

· Sample essay topics: Truman Doctrine; Marshall Plan; NATO; McCarthyism; Korean War and containment; Eisenhower and civil rights; 1950’s and the “Age of conformity”

SPRING BREAK - APRIL 2ND – 6TH 

April 9th 

· QUARTER FOUR DBQ

April 13th 

AmPa – (39) The Stormy Sixties – p. 916-945

· Sample essay topics: Cuban missile crisis; Great Society; Gulf of Tonkin Resolution; Endurance of 1960’s “liberation” movements 

April 20th 

AmPa – (40) The Stalemated Seventies – p. 946-975

· Sample essay topics: Vietnamization; Nixon’s foreign policy; the roots of the Watergate scandal; Ford’s pardon of Nixon; ERA as a setback for feminism?

April 23rd 

· QUARTER FOUR FRQ

April 27th 

AmPa – (41) The Resurgence of Conservatism – p. 976-



1013

· Sample essay topics: Reagan’s contribution to the fall of the Soviet Union; Persian Gulf War an American triumph?; Clinton’s successes, failures, weaknesses, strengths?; the resolution of the 2000 election  

May 4th 

AmPa – (42) The American People Face a New Century 



– p. 1014-1029

· Sample essay topics: American literature and art in the era of “pop” culture; African American and Latino progress since the 1970’s; The changing American demographic; the information age

May 5th 




· PRACTICE COLLEGE BOARD EXAM

May 11th 

· COLLEGE BOARD EXAM!

Evaluation 

Document Based Question(s)
10%

100
x
1
=
100

Free Response Question(s)
10%

100
x
1
=
100

Worksheets/Exercises

10%

10
x
10
=
100

Chapter Outlines


10%

10
x
10
=
100

Unit Test



10%

100
x
1
=
100

Quarter Exam 


20%

200
x
1
=
200

Chapter Quizzes


30%

8
x
50
=
300
Total









1000










 pts.

Document Based Question(s)

The required DBQ differs from the standard essays in its emphasis on your ability to analyze and synthesize historical data and assess verbal, quantitative, or pictorial materials as historical evidence. Like the standard essays, however, the DBQ is judged on its thesis and argument. 











Although confined to no single format, the documents are unlikely to be the familiar classics (such as the Emancipation Proclamation or the Declaration of Independence), but their authors may be major historical figures. The documents vary in length and are chosen to illustrate the interactions and complexities of the historical process. They may include charts, graphs, cartoons, and pictures, as well as written materials. The DBQ typically requires students to relate the documents to a historical period or theme and thus to focus on major periods and issues. For this reason, outside knowledge – (information gained from materials other than the documents) -- is very important and must be incorporated into your essay if the highest scores are to be earned. 

During the course of the year, you will be given one Document Based Question per quarter as a test grade.  In addition, we will do 1 or 2 practice DBQs each quarter as information becomes available, and as you work through the text.  

Both the DBQ and the FRQ will be administered on the Wednesday of the week assigned. (see class schedule)

Free Response Question(s)

There will be multiple free response questions on each weekly quiz taken during the course of the year.   These will be traditional essay questions that demonstrate ability to work through pressing issues as the history of the United States unfolds.

It is very important to understand that simple restatement, or failure to answer what is essentially asked in the question is strongly discouraged.

 Worksheets/Exercises

An extensive study guide to be worked through during the week as the chapter is read in preparation for the quizzes and tests that accompany each chapter in the textbook.  If you do not read the text you will not pass this course.

Chapter Outlines



See page 11 of syllabus for exact preferred format.  These outlines will be due 
according to the class 
schedule, usually the day before the chapter assigned from 
the guidebook.

Unit Tests

The text is divided into units (the first unit consists of chapters 1-9), over which you will be tested in lieu of your weekly quiz.  (The Unit Test that falls on a given Friday will take the place of that week's quiz - see syllabus page 2 & 10/8)

These tests will consist of exclusively objective questions.

It is crucially important to note that all quiz, test, and exam material will be taken directly from the textbook. 

Quarter Exams

These will be identical to the Unit Tests, but cover all of the information from the quarter just completed.

Both the Unit Tests and Quarter Exam will grow progressively larger as the year      

moves forward, in preparation for the College Board Exam.

Chapter Quizzes 

These will be given each Friday, covering the information we have discussed from the textbook during the week.  

Unlike the larger tests and exams, these weekly quizzes will include essay questions designed to provide practice for the larger, more formal DBQs and FRQs.

A.P. U.S. History Textbook Chapter Outlines

I. Title and Chapter Number

A. Title of Subsection

1. Main factual points (who, what, when, where)

Continue as needed…

B. Next subsection

Continue as needed…

II. Chapter survey

A. Non-text material – list the illustrations, graphs, charts, maps, etc. used in the chapter.  Give the page number where they appear.

B. Summarize the major developments & changes during the time period covered in the chapter.  Organize these developments & changes into political, economic & social categories.

Directions:

1.) Outlines will be graded for completion, but are primarily to serve as a study and review aid for YOU.  Be sure that you understand what is written.  Complete sentences are not necessary.

2.) Make the subsection titles noticeable – highlight, indent or skip lines.

3.) Outlines should be typed







